formation of healthy rain foetuses
and whenever he moves in a
southerly track with sun (agni) on its
northern side. or whenever a
condition   of   soma   being
overpowered by agni is created, it
favours abortion of rain foetuses if
the foetuses are not fully developed,
and a healthy delivery of rainfall if the
foetuses have gone through their full
period of growth. With this basic
hypothesis they made careful
observations of sky and weather
conditions as well as the position of
sun and moon with respect to the
stars and related the nature and
distribution of rainfall during the
delivery period to certain favourable
and unfavourable sky conditions and
corresponding position of sun and
moon during the periods of formation
and growth. When once a start is
made in this direction, the natural
tendency will be to go into
elaborations and bring in the
influence ofnaksatras and planets on
rainfall process after attributing the
quality of soma and agni or related
qualities to them especially when
they have been taught by the Vedic
seers that agni and soma are two
basic things which have given rise to
everything that we witness in this
universe. Thus a new talent was

developed for which the Vedic seers
had shown the way. Though initially
this art of rainfall forecasting was
practised by a few experts like Garga,
Parasara, Narada, Devala, Va^istha,
Bhrgu, Dmhina, Rsiputra, KSsyapa,
Varahamihira, etc., later in the light
of careful observations covering
more regions^ the number of experts
increased and naturally the thumb
rules also increased in number. In
some recent books on this subject,
many hundreds of such rules have
been collected from ancient literature
and presented. Many of these have
been handed down the generations
and they have been incorporated in
local proverbs or sayings.

The examination of the
scientific validity of the above thumb
rules  is  a   time-consuming
investigation, the result of which may
be most disappointing. But in the
opinion of the author, in this process,
one gets greater insight into the
ramifications of the mind of our
ancients. However, the very
magnitude of the work involved
repels anyone from attempting the
same. We, therefore, propose to
present a selected number of these
thumb rules. In a subsequent paper,
we shall analyse their evolution and
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